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Monday 16 May 
When the seventh month came and the Israelites had settled in their towns, 
1 all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. 

They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of 

Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. 
2 So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law be-

fore the assembly, which was made up of men and women and all who were 

able to understand.3 He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the 

square before the Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others 

who could understand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of 

the Law. 
4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the 

occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, 

Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, 

Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. 
5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing 

above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the 

LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands and responded, 

“Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the LORD with their 

faces to the ground. 
7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, 

Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the peo-

ple in the Law while the people were standing there. 8 They read from the 

Book of the Law of God, making it clear  and giving the meaning so that the 

people understood what was being read. 

Nehemiah 7:73b—8:8 

Words to treasure 

At first glance we might be tempted to think that everything that happens from the 

end of Nehemiah chapter 7 onwards is superfluous to the story. After all, this is a 

story about how God uses a leader to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, and the walls 

of Jerusalem were finished in chapter 6, right? The rest of the book could be read 

as a kind of set of appendices – no doubt interesting for a handful of anoraks, but to 

be skipped over by the rest of us. And it is true that I don‟t remember ever hearing 

a sermon on the later chapters of Nehemiah, and nor are we preaching one in As-

cension during this series. But first glances can be deceptive, and there is more go-

ing on here than meets the eye. 

 

It is true that our story has now moved on to a different aspect of the rebuilding of 

the city. Nehemiah has recognised this at the beginning of chapter 7 when he has 

effectively handed over leadership of the city to a different group of people. Differ-



 3 

ent phases in the life of a community, an organisation, require different leadership 

styles and therefore – very often – different leaders. Pioneering a new thing re-

quires quite different skills to maintaining something which is already on track. 

One of the new leaders who comes to the forefront now is Ezra, the scribe, mean-

ing he was responsible for the Book of the Law, the Scriptures. 

 

In chapter 8 verse 1 we read that Ezra was told to „bring out‟ the Book of the Law 

and to read it publically. This is interesting. Why does it need to be read publically 

on this occasion? And where is it being brought out from? Surely the Law has been 

read and taught faithfully to the people over generations? Surely it would have 

been familiar to them? 

 

But the implication is that these „people of the Book‟ had in fact allowed the Book 

to go into safe keeping and stay there. The destruction of Jerusalem had meant the 

collapse of the worship life of Israel. The Book had not been read and the Law was 

no longer widely known. 

 

“How foolish!” we might think. “Imagine having God‟s word in a book that you 

never bothered to read! Imagine keeping it in storage until you had even forgotten 

what it said!” But it‟s not so hard to imagine, is it? The Bible is still the best-selling 

book in the world. In our country, at least, it is probably also the least-read best-

seller. Many of us have multiple Bibles on shelves in our homes, gathering dust, 

while we continue to go through life not knowing what the Bible says about our 

particular situations, not hearing God‟s constant assurance of his love for us, 

through his written word. It‟s not that heard to imagine at all. 

 

Nehemiah knew that the rebuilding of Jerusalem required more than just bricks and 

mortar. It required an inner rebuilding of the people which could only come from 

exposure to the word of the Lord. It still does. 

 

To think about: 

How important is the Bible, God‟s written word, in my life? Am I giving God 

space to speak to me through it every day, or is it gathering dust on a shelf? 

 

To pray about: 

Ask God to speak to you afresh through the Bible. Commit yourself to renew-

ing habits which give him time and space to do so. 
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Tuesday 17 May 
9
 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of the Law, and 

the Levites who were instructing the people said to them all, “This day is holy 

to the LORD your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been 

weeping as they listened to the words of the Law. 
10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet drinks, and send some 

to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not 

grieve, for the joy of the LORD is your strength.” 
11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be still, for this is a holy day. Do 

not grieve.” 
12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to send portions of food and 

to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words that had 

been made known to them. 
13 On the second day of the month, the heads of all the families, along with the 

priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the teacher to give attention to 

the words of the Law. 14 They found written in the Law, which the LORD had 

commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary shel-

ters during the festival of the seventh month 15 and that they should proclaim 

this word and spread it throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out 

into the hill country and bring back branches from olive and wild olive trees, 

and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make temporary shelters”—as it 

is written. 
16 So the people went out and brought back branches and built themselves 

temporary shelters on their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the 

house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of 

Ephraim. 17 The whole company that had returned from exile built temporary 

shelters and lived in them. From the days of Joshua son of Nun until that day, 

the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And their joy was very great. 
18 Day after day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book of the 

Law of God. They celebrated the festival for seven days, and on the eighth 

day, in accordance with the regulation, there was an assembly. 

Nehemiah 8:9-18 

 
The destination is joy 

 

Psalm 30: 5 says this: 

 His anger lasts only a moment,  

     but his favour lasts a lifetime;  

 weeping may stay for the night,  

     but rejoicing comes in the morning. 
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In the story of Nehemiah, the theme of weeping is very significant. 

At the beginning our study, right back in chapter 1, we noticed that when Nehe-

miah heard the news from Jerusalem about the conditions there, he wept. We said 

that this was the moment that God was able to place a holy discontent in Nehe-

miah‟s heart, an absolute determination to do something about the state of the city 

and the consequent dishonour to God‟s people and God‟s name. We were chal-

lenged to ask whether we are tender-hearted enough to weep for situations in our 

community and in our world which do not impact us directly. 
 

Now, in chapter 9 verse 10, we read that when the people heard the Book of the 

Law being read, they wept. No doubt they wept because they realised how they 

had neglected God and his word over the previous years. No doubt they wept be-

cause the recognised that whilst they had not been reading the Law they had also 

not been obeying it, and so had sinned repeatedly against God and each other. No 

doubt they wept because of the emotion of completing the rebuilding project and 

seeing Jerusalem secure and safe again. 

 

And Nehemiah tells them to stop. Repeatedly. Verses 9, 10, and 11 all make the 

same point. “Stop crying. This day is sacred to God. Do not mourn.” 

How come? Why did Nehemiah not allow the people to weep and mourn as long 

as they felt like it? 

 

I can think of two possible reasons. First, when we repent of our sin, it is dealt 

with and gone. The people had recognised their sin of neglect and disobedience. 

They had cried and repented. And so Nehemiah may be saying, “OK, you‟re re-

pented, so it‟s done. No more crying necessary. God brings you to a point of rec-

ognising your sin, not so he can leave you feeling bad, but so he can bring you his 

forgiveness. So accept his forgiveness, and move on.” 

 

Second, because this was a day of dedication, a sacred day to the Lord, and our 

God is not ultimately a God of mourning but of joy. True, there is tearful repen-

tance. True, we are to weep for the state of our world. True, we weep with those 

who weep, and shed tears for our own heartaches too. That is all good and fine. 

But our God is most of all a God of joy, and a day dedicated to him should be a 

day of celebration. 

 

Weeping may last for a night but joy comes in the morning. There will be tears 

along the journey, but the destination is joy. 

 

To think about: 

Do I find it easier to connect with the tears of God or the joy of God? How 
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can I connect with both? 

Are there areas in my own life where I am still crying tears of repentance 

whilst God is saying, “You can stop – you are forgiven”? 

 

To pray about: 

Worship God with joy. 
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1 On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israel-

ites gathered together, fasting and wearing sackcloth and 
putting dust on their heads. 2 Those of Israelite descent 

had separated themselves from all foreigners. They stood 
in their places and confessed their sins and the sins of their 
ancestors. 3 They stood where they were and read from the 

Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the 
day, and spent another quarter in confession and in wor-

shiping the LORD their God. 4 Standing on the stairs of the 
Levites were Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, 
Sherebiah, Bani and Kenani. They cried out with loud voices 

to the LORD their God. 5 And the Levites—Jeshua, Kadmiel, 
Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah and 

Pethahiah—said: “Stand up and praise the LORD your God, 
who is from everlasting to everlasting.” 
“Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be exalted 

above all blessing and praise. 
Nehemiah 9:1-5 
 

Renewing the covenant 
 

Many churches begin each New Year with a covenant service, and although this is 

more a Methodist tradition than an Anglican one, we began 2011 in the same way. 

In the covenant service, we examine ourselves, reflect on our relationship with 

Christ, repent of our sins, worship God for his goodness, and commit ourselves to 

joyfully love for God in the future. 

 

Although my copy of the New International Version of the Bible headlines today‟s 

reading “The Israelites Confess Their Sins”, I think there is more going on here than 

confession. This is a service of renewal, of rededication. It involves confession, of 

course, but also worship and intercession and declarations of commitment. It is a 

covenant service, to all intents and purposes. 

 

To enable us to reflect on the nature of covenant and to understand what is going on 

in the text, we could do much worse than reflect on some words from the Methodist 

covenant service, words which we used as part of our own covenant liturgy back in 

January. 

 

God made a covenant with the people of Israel, calling them to be a holy nation, 

chosen to bear witness to his steadfast love by finding delight in the law. The cove-

nant was renewed in Jesus Christ our Lord, in his life, work, death and resurrec-

Wednesday 18 May 
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tion. In him all people may be set free from sin and its power, and united in love 

and obedience. In this covenant God promises us new life in Christ. For our 

part we promise to live no longer for ourselves but for God. We meet, therefore, 

as generations have met before us, to renew the covenant which bound them 

and binds us to God. Let us then seek forgiveness for the sin by which we have 

denied God's claim upon us.  

 

To think about: 

What is the present state of my own covenant with Christ and his church? 

How do I want it to be? 

 

To pray about: 

Ask God to search your heart and show you sins of thought, word, and deed 

which mar your covenant with him and his church. Repent of the things 

he has shown you. 

Thank God that he is always faithful even when we are faithless, and praise 

him for his grace-filled covenant relationship with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 9 

“Blessed be your glorious name, and may it be exalted above all blessing 

and praise.6 You alone are the LORD. You made the heavens, even the 

highest heavens, and all their starry host, the earth and all that is on it, the 

seas and all that is in them. You give life to everything, and the multitudes 

of heaven worship you. 
7 “You are the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him out of Ur of 

the Chaldeans and named him Abraham. 8 You found his heart faithful to 

you, and you made a covenant with him to give to his descendants the land 

of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Jebusites and Girgashites. 

You have kept your promise because you are righteous. 
9 “You saw the suffering of our ancestors in Egypt; you heard their cry at 

the Red Sea. 10 You sent signs and wonders against Pharaoh, against all his 

officials and all the people of his land, for you knew how arrogantly the 

Egyptians treated them. You made a name for yourself, which remains to 

this day. 11 You divided the sea before them, so that they passed through it 

on dry ground, but you hurled their pursuers into the depths, like a stone 

into mighty waters. 12 By day you led them with a pillar of cloud, and by 

night with a pillar of fire to give them light on the way they were to take. 
13 “You came down on Mount Sinai; you spoke to them from heaven. You 

gave them regulations and laws that are just and right, and decrees and 

commands that are good.
14

 You made known to them your holy Sabbath 

and gave them commands, decrees and laws through your servant 

Moses. 15 In their hunger you gave them bread from heaven and in their 

thirst you brought them water from the rock; you told them to go in and 

take possession of the land you had sworn with uplifted hand to give them. 
16 “But they, our ancestors, became arrogant and stiff-necked, and they did 

not obey your commands. 17 They refused to listen and failed to remember 

the miracles you performed among them. They became stiff-necked and in 

their rebellion appointed a leader in order to return to their slavery. But 

you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 

abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert them, 18 even when they 

cast for themselves an image of a calf and said, „This is your god, who 

brought you up out of Egypt,‟ or when they committed awful blasphemies. 
19 “Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in the wil-

derness. By day the pillar of cloud did not fail to guide them on their path, 

nor the pillar of fire by night to shine on the way they were to take. 20 You 

gave your good Spirit to instruct them. You did not withhold your manna 

from their mouths, and you gave them water for their thirst. 21 For forty 

years you sustained them in the wilderness; they lacked nothing, their 

clothes did not wear out nor did their feet become swollen. 

 
22

 “You gave them kingdoms and nations, allotting to them even the remot-

est frontiers. They took over the country of Sihon king of Heshbon and the 

Thursday 19 May 
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country of Og king of Bashan. 
23

 You made their children as numerous as the 

stars in the sky, and you brought them into the land that you told their par-

ents to enter and possess. 24Their children went in and took possession of the 

land. You subdued before them the Canaanites, who lived in the land; you 

gave the Canaanites into their hands, along with their kings and the peoples of 

the land, to deal with them as they pleased. 25They captured fortified cities and 

fertile land; they took possession of houses filled with all kinds of good things, 

wells already dug, vineyards, olive groves and fruit trees in abundance. They 

ate to the full and were well-nourished; they revealed in your great goodness. 
26 “But they were disobedient and rebelled against you; they turned their 

backs on your law. They killed your prophets, who had warned them in order 

to turn them back to you; they committed awful blasphemies. 27 So you deliv-

ered them into the hands of their enemies, who oppressed them. But when 

they were oppressed they cried out to you. From heaven you heard them, and 

in your great compassion you gave them deliverers, who rescued them from 

the hand of their enemies. 
28 “But as soon as they were at rest, they again did what was evil in your sight. 

Then you abandoned them to the hand of their enemies so that they ruled over 

them. And when they cried out to you again, you heard from heaven, and in 

your compassion you delivered them time after time. 
29

 “You warned them in order to turn them back to your law, but they became 

arrogant and disobeyed your commands. They sinned against your ordi-

nances, of which you said, „The person who obeys them will live by them.‟ 

Stubbornly they turned their backs on you, became stiff-necked and refused 

to listen. 30 For many years you were patient with them. By your Spirit you 

warned them through your prophets. Yet they paid no attention, so you gave 

them into the hands of the neighbouring peoples. 31 But in your great mercy 

you did not put an end to them or abandon them, for you are a gracious and 

merciful God. 
32 “Now therefore, our God, the great God, mighty and awesome, who keeps 

his covenant of love, do not let all this hardship seem trifling in your eyes—the 

hardship that has come on us, on our kings and leaders, on our priests and 

prophets, on our ancestors and all your people, from the days of the kings of 

Assyria until today. 33 In all that has happened to us, you have remained right-

eous; you have acted faithfully, while we acted wickedly. 34 Our kings, our 

leaders, our priests and our ancestors did not follow your law; they did not 

pay attention to your commands or the statutes you warned them to 

keep. 35 Even while they were in their kingdom, enjoying your great goodness 

to them in the spacious and fertile land you gave them, they did not serve you 

or turn from their evil ways. 
36

 “But see, we are slaves today, slaves in the land you gave our ancestors so 

they could eat its fruit and the other good things it produces. 37 Because of our 
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sins, its abundant harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us. They rule 

over our bodies and our cattle as they please. We are in great distress. 

Nehemiah 9:5-37 

 

Title 

 

The rest of chapter 9 and most of chapter 10 takes the form of a covenant prayer. It 

is a long and complex prayer which might seem somewhat forbidding to us at first 

sight – so long that we‟re going to take three days over reading it. However it is 

worth making the effort to take it in, because it is rich in content. Here are some of 

the main aspects of this section of the prayer. 

 

The story of God‟s faithfulness 

The Bible repeatedly urges God‟s people – especially in the Old Testament – to tell 

and retell the story of what God has done for them. The story of God‟s covenant – 

his gracious dealings with his people – is to be retold and passed down from genera-

tion to generation so that everyone may remember it, and so that each new genera-

tion may have its life shaped by this story. This is a helpful discipline that many 

have neglected today. A great deal of this prayer consists of the recitation of God‟s 

mighty acts in the past – not, of course, because God needs to be reminded of them, 

but because the people do. 

 

The story of Israel‟s faithlessness 

If God has been faithful, loving, and gracious, his people have all too often been the 

opposite. They have neglected his laws, forgotten his goodness, and betrayed their 

promises. At the heart of Israel‟s problems – political, military, economic, relational, 

and spiritual – is their sin. Much of the prayer is given over to acknowledging Is-

rael‟s sin. In our day and age, when sin is rarely discussed even in the churches, and 

when we are far happier talking about God‟s love for all than his hatred of sin, this is 

a challenging corrective. 

 

The story of God‟s righteous judgement 

God has been faithful, Israel has been faithless and disobedient, yet God has contin-

ued to reach out in grace and call Israel back. Nevertheless, the time has eventually 

come when God has had to act, when Israel‟s rebellion has caught up with her, and 

she has faced the consequences of her sin in exile and ruin. As a result, the text says, 

“We are slaves today, slaves in the land you gave our forefathers so they could eat 

its fruit… Our harvest goes to the kings you have placed over us… We are in great 

distress.” (v.36-37) 
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To think about: 

Take time today to review the story of your life with God. How have you 

experienced his faithfulness and goodness? How have you responded to his 

love? Have there been times that you have wondered away from him, and if 

so, what have the consequences been? How has he brought you back? 

 

To pray about: 

Thank God that he has been with you through every chapter of that story, the 

ones where you felt his absence as well as the ones where you felt his pres-

ence. If you feel you are still on your way back to God after a season of 

drift, ask him to help you with that and to welcome you home again. 
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38 “In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting it in writ-

ing, and our leaders, our Levites and our priests are affixing their seals to it.” 
1  Those who sealed it were: 

Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hakaliah. 

Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah, 
3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malkijah, 
4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluk, 
5 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,6 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch, 
7 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin, 
8 Maaziah, Bilgai and Shemaiah. 

These were the priests. 
9 The Levites: Jeshua son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of Henadad, Kad-

miel,10 and their associates: Shebaniah, Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan, 
11

 Mika, Rehob, Hashabiah, 
12

 Zakkur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah, 
13

 Hodiah, 

Bani and Beninu. 
14 The leaders of the people: Parosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani, 
15 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai, 16 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin, 17 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur, 
18 Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai, 19 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai, 20 Magpiash, Meshul-

lam, Hezir, 21 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua, 22 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah, 
23 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub, 24 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek, 25 Rehum, Ha-

shabnah, Maaseiah, 26 Ahiah, Hanan, Anan, 27 Malluk, Harim and Baanah. 

Nehemiah 9:38-10:27 

 

Dependent on his grace 

 

“In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement.” (v.38) 

 

Both parts of this sentence really matter. Let‟s take the second part first. 

“We are making a binding agreement.” The people commit to a way of living ac-

cording to God‟s Law which gets expanded in tomorrow‟s reading. They respond 

to the covenant-making God by making a covenant of their own. Have you ever 

done this? “Lord, I absolutely promise that I‟m never, ever, going to commit this 

sin again.” “Jesus, I will follow you passionately until the day that I die.” These 

sound a bit like Peter – “Even if everyone else abandons you, Jesus, I will never 

betray you” – just a matter of hours before he did. Does that mean that we should-

n‟t even try? Are the people wrong to make a binding agreement? Are we wrong 

when we say we will love and serve Jesus for the rest of our lives? 

 

I don‟t think so. The mistake is to think that we will never fail to fulfil our prom-

ise. The mistake is to think we can fulfil it in our own strength. We can‟t. God 

never breaks his promises to us, but we do break ours to him. The key is to re-

Friday 20 May 
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member our dependence upon his grace. That means that when we make our 

promises, we know we need his grace to enable us to follow through. And 

when we do fail to come through, his grace is there to forgive and restore just 

as soon as we are willing to confess our failure. 

 

So let‟s turn to the first part of the sentence. “In view of all this.” In view of 

all what? In view of all the goodness and faithfulness of God expressed in the 

previous verses, and the people‟s history of rebellion and faithlessness. In 

view of all that. The people review the story so far and in the light of that 

story they bind themselves afresh to God. They bind themselves afresh be-

cause they have recalled the kind of God he is – faithful, loving, just – and 

therefore one to whom they can joyfully bind themselves. They bind them-

selves afresh because they have recalled the kind of people they are – prone 

to wander, easily distracted – and therefore in need of all the support and dis-

cipline in their pursuit of God that they can possibly muster. 

 

To think about: 

Is it time for me to bind myself to God in a fresh way through a recom-

mitment of myself to him? What disciplines might I need to help me 

live out such a commitment? What distractions might get in the way? 

 

To pray about: 

Talk to God about your responses to these questions and ask for his grace 

to live out your commitment to him and to restore you when you fail. 
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Saturday 21 May 
28 “The rest of the people—priests, Levites, gatekeepers, musicians, tem-

ple servants and all who separated themselves from the neighbouring 

peoples for the sake of the Law of God, together with their wives and all 

their sons and daughters who are able to understand— 29 all these now 

join their fellow Israelites the nobles, and bind themselves with a curse 

and an oath to follow the Law of God given through Moses the servant 

of God and to obey carefully all the commands, regulations and decrees 

of the LORD our Lord. 
30 “We promise not to give our daughters in marriage to the peoples 

around us or take their daughters for our sons. 
31 “When the neighbouring peoples bring merchandise or grain to sell on 

the Sabbath, we will not buy from them on the Sabbath or on any holy 

day. Every seventh year we will forgo working the land and will cancel 

all debts. 
32 “We assume the responsibility for carrying out the commands to give 

a third of a shekel each year for the service of the house of our 

God: 33 for the bread set out on the table; for the regular grain offerings 

and burnt offerings; for the offerings on the Sabbaths, at the New Moon 

feasts and at the appointed festivals; for the holy offerings; for sin offer-

ings to make atonement for Israel; and for all the duties of the house of 

our God. 
34 “We—the priests, the Levites and the people—have cast lots to deter-

mine when each of our families is to bring to the house of our God at set 

times each year a contribution of wood to burn on the altar of the LORD 

our God, as it is written in the Law. 
35 “We also assume responsibility for bringing to the house of the LORD 

each year the first-fruits of our crops and of every fruit tree. 
36 “As it is also written in the Law, we will bring the firstborn of our sons 

and of our cattle, of our herds and of our flocks to the house of our God, 

to the priests ministering there. 
37 “Moreover, we will bring to the storerooms of the house of our God, to 

the priests, the first of our ground meal, of our grain offerings, of the 

fruit of all our trees and of our new wine and olive oil. And we will bring 

a tithe of our crops to the Levites, for it is the Levites who collect the 

tithes in all the towns where we work. 38 A priest descended from Aaron 

is to accompany the Levites when they receive the tithes, and the Levites 

are to bring a tenth of the tithes up to the house of our God, to the store-

rooms of the treasury. 39 The people of Israel, including the Levites, are 

to bring their contributions of grain, new wine and olive oil to the store-

rooms, where the articles for the sanctuary and for the ministering 
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priests, the gatekeepers and the musicians are also kept. 

“We will not neglect the house of our God.” 

Nehemiah 10:28-39 

 

Believers or disciples? 
 
In yesterday‟s reading the „binding agreement‟ was made by the leaders of 

the people. Incidentally, it is striking that whilst we might be tempted to 

think of Nehemiah as the leader of the people, when it comes time for the 

leaders to sign up to this agreement, there are many of them. It is always a 

trait of great leaders that they build teams and communities of leaders who 

share the responsibility of leadership with them. That certainly seems to have 

been true for Nehemiah. He also demonstrates here another cardinal rule of 

leadership – that when it comes to making a commitment or paying the price 

of following God, leaders have to go first. They cannot ask their people to do 

things which they are not prepared to first do themselves. 

 

In today‟s reading, the whole people sign up to this new commitment. What 

is this commitment? Whilst the text sets out a lot of detail – commitments 

about marriage, about giving, about worship – the key point is in verse 29: 

“to follow the Law of God given through Moses the servant of God and to 

obey carefully all the commands, regulations, and decrees of the Lord our 

God.” 

 

Let me translate and summarise. “We will do what you say.” That‟s what it 

boils down to. The people will not argue with what God commands; they will 

not ignore it; they will not strike a compromise and do some of it in the hope 

that God will then stop worrying about the rest. They will simply do it. 

This challenge is still completely relevant to us today. Are we going to be 

simply Christian believers – people who believe that the Christian gospel is 

true, who are trusting Jesus for forgiveness for our sins and resurrection to 

eternal life after we die? Or are we going to be disciples of Jesus, who con-

sistently say and practise this commitment – “We will do what you say”? 

 

To think about: 

Am I a Christian believer or a disciple of Jesus? Which do I want to be? 

 

To pray about: 

If you want to be a disciple of Jesus, you might pray again the following 

prayer, which we used at our Covenant Service in January. 
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I am no longer my own but yours.  

Put me to what you will,  

rank me with whom you will;  

put me to doing,  

put me to suffering;  

let me be employed for you,  

or laid aside for you,  

exalted for you,  

or brought low for you;  

let me be full,  

let me be empty,  

let me have all things,  

let me have nothing:  

I freely and wholeheartedly yield all things  

to your pleasure and disposal.  

And now, glorious and blessed God,  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit,  

you are mine and I am yours.  
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