
How well do you know your New Testament? 

  Questions 

  

Answers 

  

1 Which is the longest book in the NT?   

2 How many times does Nicodemus ap-

pear in John’s gospel? 

  

3 How do we know that Luke was a doc-

tor? 

  

4 Who does Paul beg to be reconciled in 

Philippians? 

  

5 Which NT book has the most refer-

ences to the Old Testament? 

  

6 Where was Lydia converted?   

7 But where was she from?   

8 Which female apostle is named in the 

New Testament? 

  

9 What is an amanuensis?   

10 Why were Paul’s epistles arranged in 

their present order found in most bi-

bles? 

  

11 What did the Sadducees believe about 

life after death? 

  

12 On what two occasions do the gospels 

mention an actual fire? 

  

13 What was Thomas’s nickname?   

14 Which church mentioned in the NT 

made Jesus sick? 

  

15 Where do we find the words of ‘the 

grace’? 

  

16 Why is Luke’s genealogy of Jesus an 

encouragement to church office work-

ers? 

  

17 Which two gospels record the parable 

of the lost sheep? 

  

18 What is the last word in the bible?   



NEW TESTAMENT OVERVIEW 

 

The 3 main eras of New Testament History 

 

The Gospel Era (Matthew – John) 

The Church Era (Acts 1-12) 

The Mission Era (Acts 13-28) 

[The Epistles] 

 

A word on authenticity 

 

How do we know that what we read in the NT is accurate? 

 

2 key points in assessing the reliability of old writings 

 

• how near to events they were written 

how many copies still survive 

 

The NT does rather well on both counts. There is growing sup-

port for earlier and earlier dating. Most scholars are agreed that 

the NT was written between 40 & 100 AD, i.e. within 10 – 60 

years of the events of Christ’s life. 

 

The number of New Testament manuscripts surprises most peo-

ple. It is quite staggering when compared to the number of 

manuscripts available for other authors:- 

 

It is worth noting that, despite the wealth of manuscripts, only 

0.5% (c.400 words) of New Testament text is in any doubt and 

none of these uncertainties is significant in terms of Church  

Author Written Earliest 
Copy 

Time-
span 

No.  
copies 

Tacitus 100 AD 1100 AD 1000 yrs 20 

Thucydides 460-400 BC 900 AD 1300 yrs 8 

Pliny 61-113 AD 850 AD 750 yrs 7 

Homer’s  

Iliad 

900 BC 400 BC 500 yrs 643 

New  

Testament 

40-100 AD 130 AD 30-50 yrs 24000+ 



doctrine, etc. One of the factors which advocates confidence in 

the bible is the enormous care which those down the years are 

known to have taken in transcribing. 

  

Of course, the number of manuscripts does not prove  the valid-

ity of their contents. But is it not interesting that scholars who 

bat not an eye at accepting the accuracy of Tacitus, despite 

there being only 20 extant copies, the earliest of which is 1000 

years after the original, should dismiss as inaccurate, & unreli-

able the New Testament, despite the existence of over 24000 

copies, the earliest of which is no more than 50 years after the 

events it describes? Why? 

 

Some examples 

 

• Luke 19:28-34 – shoplifting a goat? 

• Solomon’s colonnade – John 5:2; 10:23; Acts 3:11; 5:12 

Acts 18 – the expulsion of the Jews from Rome by Claudius 

(AD41-54) firmly dated at AD49; Gallio proconsul of Achaia 

(AD51-52) – Gallio Inscription, discovered at Delphi 1885-1910 

 

 

1 GOSPEL (Matthew – John) 

 

Storyline summary 

 

Jesus comes to earth in fulfilment of the Old Testament 

prophecies of a saviour, and offers salvation and the true 

kingdom of God. While some accept him, most reject him, 

and he is crucified, buried and resurrected. 

 

Four Main Divisions 

 

Early Life – Childhood to Baptism 

 

Through a miraculous conception by the Holy Spirit, Mary 

gives birth to Jesus in Bethlehem. Jesus grows up in Naz-

areth, learning the trade of a carpenter. At around the age of 

30, he is baptised in the River Jordan by his cousin, John the 

Baptist. God speaks from heaven, declaring Jesus to be his 

beloved son. The Holy Spirit then leads him into the wilder-

ness for 40 days, where he resists Satan’s temptations. 



 

Early Ministry – Initial Acceptance 

 

Jesus now begins his public ministry, proclaiming that he is 

the predicted Messiah (Christ) & calling people to believe in 

him; and challenging people to live lives of genuine right-

eousness rather than the external hypocrisy of the religious 

leaders. He validates his message by performing astounding 

miracles. Initially, he is warmly received. 

 

Later Ministry – Growing Rejection 

 

Jesus’ initial popularity does not last. The religious leaders 

are profoundly jealous of him, and begin to stir up animosity 

toward him. Jesus warns them of the seriousness of their at-

titude. At the same time, he sets aside more and more time 

for his 12 chosen disciples, and challenges the multitude to 

count the cost of following him. 

 

Death and Resurrection – Final Rejection 

 

The people become more and more polarised about Jesus, 

either following him enthusiastically, or resenting Him 

deeply. In the volatile atmosphere of the festival time of the 

Passover when Jesus and many other Jews are in Jerusalem, 

the religious leaders are finally able to stir up enthusiasm for 

Jesus’ crucifixion. They subject him to a series of mock trials 

on false charges. Then, Jesus is crucified on Friday, buried 

that night, and rises again from the dead on Sunday, after 

being in the tomb three days. 

 

 

 

 

2 The Church Era (Acts 1 – 12) 

 

Storyline summary 

 

Peter, shortly after the ascension of Jesus, is used by God to es-

tablish the church, God’s continuation of his plan for the salva-

tion of humankind 

 



Four Main subjects 

 

Creation – birth of the church at & beyond Pentecost  

(Acts 1 – 5) 

 

The birthplace of the church is Jerusalem. When he appears 

to his disciples following his resurrection, Jesus instructs 

them to wait in the city until they receive the power of the 

Holy Spirit – and then to be witnesses to him in Jerusalem, 

its immediate vicinity and even to the ends of the earth. 

Then, right before their eyes, Jesus ascends to heaven. A 

matter of days later, on the Jewish feast of Pentecost, the 

disciples are gathered in a house, and the Holy Spirit comes 

to them with the sound of a violent wind, and flames rest on 

each one’s head. They are filled with the Holy Spirit, and be-

gin speaking in different languages, so that people gathered 

in Jerusalem from across the world for the feast hear the dis-

ciples speaking in their own language. Other miracles take 

place in the early days of the church, and many people come 

to faith in Jesus. The early Christians are known for the 

depth and passion of their love for him and one another. 

 

 

Growth – organisation of the church (Acts 6) 

 

As the numbers of converts increases, the disciples begin to 

structure the infant church’s activities and responsibilities. 

Deacons are chosen to look after any material needs within 

the congregations, while the Apostles continue to give spiri-

tual oversight and leadership.  

 

 

Persecution – the first Christian martyr (Acts 7) 

 

One of the most effective early Christian preachers is a man 

named Stephen. Arrested by the authorities, he refuses to 

recant his faith, and is stoned to death. This incident begins 

a wave of persecution against the church, so severe that 

many flee Jerusalem for their lives, taking the message of 

the gospel with them. 

 

 



Transition – a missionary to the Gentiles (Acts 8 – 12) 

 

One of those involved in the stoning of Stephen is a young 

Pharisee called Saul of Tarsus. Shortly after Stephen’s death, 

while travelling to Damascus to take the persecution of the 

church there, Jesus appears to him in a vision. Converted to 

the Christian faith, Saul’s name is changed to Paul, and he 

becomes a missionary specifically to non-Jews, the Gentiles. 

 

3 The Missions Era (Acts 13 – 28) 

 

Storyline summary 

 

Paul and his missionary companions expand the church across 

the Roman Empire over the next two decades 

 

 

Four Main subjects 

 

First Missionary Journey – Galatia for two years  

(Acts 13 – 14) 

 

Paul and Barnabas are selected by the Holy Spirit to take the 

gospel to Gentiles living in Galatia. They leave from Antioch 

(the point of departure for all three missionary journeys) and 

stay in Galatia for two years, with encouraging results. Upon 

their return to Jerusalem, a council of the church is held amid 

much controversy (Acts 15) on the question of whether Gen-

tiles must become Jewish in addition to becoming Christians. 

The council determines that they do not. 

 

Second Missionary Journey – Greece for three years  

(Acts 15 – 17) 

 

At the start of his second journey, Paul is intending to revisit 

the new believers from his first journey in Galatia. However, 

he receives a vision from God in which he sees a man in Ma-

cedonia (Greece) asking him to bring the gospel to his land. 

Paul therefore changes his plans and spends the next three 

years preaching the gospel in Greece. 

 

 



Third Missionary Journey – Asia for four years  

(Acts 18 – 21) 

 

Again, Paul leaves Antioch to visit the new converts from his 

first two journeys, and to spread the gospel further into Asia. 

He experiences both great success and great opposition. In 

Ephesus, the whole city breaks out in riot over his preaching. 

Despite being warned that he faces imprisonment if he re-

turns to Jerusalem, he returns anyway and is immediately 

arrested. 

 

Trials & Imprisonment – Roman prison for two years 

(Acts 22 – 28) 

 

Jewish leaders in Jerusalem have Paul arrested on false 

charges. Such is the hostility towards him that his life is 

threatened, even though under guard, and he is moved to 

Caesarea, the Roman capital of the area. There, he is tried 

under three different rulers – Felix, Festus and Agrippa. Paul 

exercises his right as a Roman citizen to take his case before 

Caesar in Rome. He is taken to Rome, surviving shipwreck on 

Malta en route, but his case never comes to trial. During his 

Roman imprisonment, he continues to preach to his fellow 

prisoners and his guards, as well as writing numerous letters 

to the new churches across the Roman world, many of which 

survive today. According to church legend, Paul is finally be-

headed (the customary form of execution for a Roman citi-

zen). 

 

4 The Epistles (Romans - Revelation) 

 

Overview Summary 

 

The Epistles are letters to churches and individuals to encourage 

and instruct them in the christian faith 

 

Four Main topics 

 

The nature of the epistles – doctrine and behaviour 

 

Epistles deal with theological doctrine, as the writers unfold 

what the Holy Spirit inspires them to write. They also tackle 



specific problems & issues of their day, but in such a way 

that the information is universal and timeless. The typical 

pattern is to write a section of doctrinal truth, and follow up 

with the practical implications of that truth. Doctrine, then 

behaviour – principle, then practice. 

 

Paul’s Epistles to local churches 

 

13 of the 22 Epistles in the New Testament are written by 

Paul. 9 of these are written to local churches, and are named 

according to which church they address.  

 

Paul’s Epistles to individuals 

 

4 of Paul’s letters are written to individuals and pastors, 

named again according to which individual they address. 

 

General Epistles – Letters to the christian public at large 

 

9 of the Epistles are general letters, written by various au-

thors, to the Christian public at large (with the possible ex-

ception of 2 & 3 John). 

 

NEW TESTAMENT OVERVIEW 

 

How the rest of the New Testament fits together within 

the framework of Acts 13-28 & the life of Paul the apostle 

 

Introduction 

 

After Jesus himself, Paul is the dominant figure of the New Tes-

tament. The book of Acts portrays a pioneering career spanning 

3 decades, travelling the Roman Empire, preaching the good 

news, founding churches, suffering persecution, hardship, ship-

wreck and imprisonment, settling disputes, debating with phi-

losophers and encouraging new Christians. He is also tradition-

ally associated with 13 epistles which make up the bulk of the 

New Testament after the gospels.  

 

However, he wasn’t one of the original 12 disciples, but in fact a 

member of the Jewish religious establishment, a Pharisee called 

Saul, who excelled in fulfilling the legal requirements of the  



Judaic code (Gal 1:14; Phil 3:4-6). Born in Tarsus in Cilicia, he 

grew up in Jerusalem –  but was also a Roman citizen and was 

trained by Gamaliel (Acts 21:39 – 22:5). He was instrumental in 

the initial persecution of the early Church. He first appears as a 

witness at the stoning of Stephen, the first Christian martyr 

(Acts 7:58; 8:1). This didn’t mean he was simply present: by  

Jewish law, the prosecuting witnesses had to cast the first 

stones. ‘Consenting’ implies he was one of the members of the 

Sanhedrin who cast their votes against Stephen. Certainly, from 

that moment on he devoted himself to ‘destroy the church. Go-

ing from house to house, he dragged off men and women and 

put them in prison’ (Acts 8:3; see also Acts 22:4,5; 26:14; Gal 

1:13; 1 Tim 1:13. 

 

His Conversion 

 

The key to Paul’s personality and ministry lies in his soul-shaking 

experience on the Damascus Road somewhere around AD 32. 

The account of Paul’s conversion is told 3 times in Acts – in 

chaps 9, 22, & 26. The wonder of this divine encounter – and the 

commission as a minister of Christ which he received from it – 

shines through his writings (Rom 1:1–6; 1 Cor 15:8–10; Gal 

1:13). He is a man with a compulsion upon him to preach the 

good news (1 Cor 9:16). He has experienced God’s grace, and 

finds no rest unless he is channelling that grace to others.  

 

A brief life history (all dates approximate) 

 

AD 33 Saul converted. Immediately, he begins to preach the 

gospel of Christ in Damascus, as a result of which the Jews 

‘conspired to kill him’ and he has to make a night time escape in 

a basket. (Acts 9:19–25) He then spends a while in Arabia be-

fore returning to Damascus (Gal 1:17) 

 

AD 36 he goes up to Jerusalem, specifically to meet Peter, but 

the disciples, fearing deception, refuse to meet him (Acts 9:26). 

It is Barnabas who acts as mediator and arranges a meeting, 

apparently with Peter and James the brother of Jesus, at which 

Saul convinces the apostles of his sincerity, from which time he 

begins to preach Christ in Jerusalem. He stays (15 days accord-

ing to Gal 1:18) until threats to his life again force him to flee, 

this time to Syria and Cilicia, where he returns to Tarsus, the 



town of his birth. (Acts 9:26–30; Gal 1:18–24) 

 

AD 44 Barnabas (sent from Jerusalem to be one of the leaders of 

the church in Antioch, then the third largest city in the world) goes 

to Tarsus to find Saul and brings him to Antioch where, for a whole 

year, he teaches the church (Acts 11:25, 26). Disciples first called 

‘Christians’. In response to a severe famine, Saul and Barnabas 

take a collection to the church in Jerusalem (his second visit) (Acts 

11:25–30). 

 

AD 45-48 Paul’s first missionary journey – Galatia for 2 

years (Acts 13 –14). The Church in Antioch, directed by the Holy 

Spirit, selects Saul & Barnabas and sends them off (Acts 13:1–3). 

The journey begins with Cyprus, where Saul adopts the Roman ver-

sion of his name and becomes Paul. Travel was relatively easy: 

Peace in the Roman Empire meant borders were open, seas were 

free of pirates, and the roads were straight, quick, and went every-

where. Paul probably travelled on foot or by mule, covering about 

20 miles a day. A journey from Rome to Philippi would take 6 – 8 

weeks, to Jerusalem nearer 3 months. Paul also travelled by sea 

during the safe sailing season –26 May to 14 Sep. His shipwreck in 

Acts 27 was in October. He probably camped in a tent on his jour-

neys, unless he could stay with friends (Philemon 22). Of course, 

travel had its share of hazards –2 Cor. 11:26,27) 

 

Places visited 

• Antioch 

• Cyprus 

• Pisidian Antioch 

• Iconium 

• Lystra & Derbe 

• Antioch 

 

AD 48 The Council of Jerusalem (Acts 15). 14 years or so after 

his conversion (Gal 2:1) Paul makes his 3rd journey to Jerusalem, 

apparently to resolve a controversy between the gospel he 

preached (‘Salvation by faith alone’) and that preached by certain 

persons from Jerusalem (‘Salvation by faith and circumcision) (Acts 

15:1,2). Paul, Barnabas, Titus and other elders from Antioch, go to 

Jerusalem to settle this dispute. From Gal 2:2, it seems that Paul 

was genuinely concerned by the possibility that he had been mis-



taken in his preaching, and sought reassurance from Peter and the 

other apostles that he was on the right track. Peter’s reminder of 

earlier events, and Paul’s account of God’s actions through him 

carry the day; and James, Jesus’ brother, gives the final verdict 

and summing up, in which Paul is recognised as ‘the apostle to the 

gentiles’ (Acts 15:7–29; Gal 2:1–10). Paul & Barnabas return to 

Antioch. Some time later, Peter visits Antioch, and apparently goes 

back on the consensus reached in the Council of Jerusalem, snub-

bing the gentile Christians for fear of ‘the circumcision party’. Paul 

upbraids him publicly and insists that Christ is all, and that in Christ 

all are equal (Gal 2:11–21; 3:28) 

 

Epistles written 

• Galatians – AD 48/49 

 

 

 

 

AD 48 - 51 Paul’s second missionary journey – Greece  for 

3 years (Acts 15:36–18:22), this time with Silas, having ‘fallen 

out’ with Barnabas over the decision as to whether to allow John 

Mark to accompany them (15:37,38). Paul’s aim is to revisit the 

churches founded on his first journey, but a vision propels him & 

his companions into Greece. 

 

Places visited 

• Derbe & Lystra (where Paul meets Timothy – Acts 16:1) 

• Phillipi (Paul & Silas in prison) 

• Thessalonica 

• Berea 

• Athens (Paul’s sermon on ‘the unknown god’) 

• Corinth (where Paul meets Aquila & Priscilla – Acts 18:2) 

 

Epistles written 

• 1 & 2 Thessalonians, written from Corinth AD 50/51 

 

 

AD 53 - 58 Paul’s third missionary journey (Acts 18:23 – 

20:38), again leaving from Antioch 

 



Places visited 

• Galatia (appearance of Apollos – Acts 18:24) 

• Ephesus (where Paul spent three years, and wrote a number of 

epistles) 

• into Greece (Eutychus raised from the dead at Troas) 

Miletus (emotional farewell to Ephesian elders) 

 

Epistles written 

• 1 Corinthians, written from Ephesus AD55  

• 2 Corinthians, written from northern Greece AD56 

Romans, written from Ephesus AD 57 

 

AD 58 (June) Paul reaches Jerusalem (Acts 21). He is ac-

cused by the Jews of preaching against their religion, seized, and 

only saved from a lynching by the intervention of the local Roman 

commander (Acts 21:30–32). Paul attempts a defence before the 

crowd, but they become incensed, and he has to be taken into the 

Roman barracks for safety (Acts 22:23,24). He has a formal hear-

ing before the Sanhedrin the next day, but they too become ‘so 

violent that the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to 

pieces’ (Acts 22:30–23:10). The commander then learns of a plot 

to kill Paul, and so has him sent to Caesarea (Acts 23:23). 

 

AD 58 - 60 Paul spends 2 years in custody in Caesarea. 3 times, 

before Felix (24:2–27), before Festus  (25:6–12), and before 

Agrippa (25:23–26:32), Paul is called upon to argue his case, and 

the skill with which he defends himself is some measure of his abil-

ity. So effectively does he answer the charges that his hearers are 

compelled to conclude that there is no case against him: ‘this man 

is not doing anything that deserves death or imprisonment’ (Acts 

26:31) 

 

Epistles written 

• Philippians, written from Caesarea AD58/9 (or from Rome AD 

61)  

 

AD 60 - 61 Paul’s voyage to Rome, including the shipwreck & 

enforced stay on Malta (Acts 27:1–28:16). Acts leaves his story 

uncompleted, with Paul under house arrest at Rome. His final 3 let-

ters (1 & 2 Timothy, and Titus) give some scraps of information 

about what happened. Here scholarly opinion divides  



• some argue that Paul was released about AD 63 & travelled to 

Ephesus, northern Greece, and Crete (1 Timothy & Titus). Rom 

15:24 reveals that he had a longstanding dream of visiting 

Spain, but there is no way of knowing whether this was accom-

plished. 2 Timothy has him back in prison in Rome – the end 

seems near  

• most scholars contend that Paul remained a prisoner in Rome 

until his death 

 

Epistles written 

• Ephesians, written from Rome AD60 

• Philemon, written from Rome AD60 

• Colossians, written from Rome AD60 

• Philippians, written from Rome AD 61  

(or from Caesarea AD58/9) 

• 1 Timothy, written from Rome AD64 

• Titus, written from Rome AD65 

• 2 Timothy, written from Rome AD66  

 

AD 64 Rome is almost destroyed by a terrible fire, and the emperor 

Nero, needing scapegoats, blames the Christians. A dreadful and 

bloody persecution followed, of which, it is generally agreed, Paul 

was a victim, being executed in AD 67. 

 
Title Author Place Date 

Hebrews Unknown (Apollos, 

Barnabas?) 

unknown late 60s AD? 

James James  

(brother of Jesus) 

Jerusalem mid 40s AD 

1 Peter Peter Jerusalem / 

Rome 

Before AD64 

2 Peter Peter Jerusalem / 

Rome 

Before AD64 

1 John John Ephesus? 80s or 90s AD 

2 John John Ephesus? 80s or 90s AD 

3 John John Ephesus? 80s or 90s AD 

Jude Jude  

(brother of Jesus) 

Jerusalem late 60s AD 

  

Revelation John Patmos 69 or 95 
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