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‘Let the word of God dwell in you richly’ 

(Colossians 3:16) 

 

Getting to know your bible 





HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE 

Questions 
  

Answers 
  

How many books in the Old 

Testament? 
  

How many books in the New 

Testament? 
  

How many chapters in the  

Bible? 
  

Which is the longest book in the 

Bible? 
  

Which is the shortest?   

Who was the oldest living  

person recorded in the Bible? 

How old was he when he died? 

  

Which book of the Bible does 

not mention God? 
  

What feature of the first 3  

gospels is missing in John’s 

gospel? 

  

How many wise men visited 

baby Jesus? 
  

How many epistles by Paul are 

in the New Testament? 
  

Which is the shortest verse in 

the bible? 
  

Which prophet was married to a 

prostitute? 
  

Who wrote the epistle to the 

Hebrews? 
  

List the seven churches named 

in Revelation 2 & 3 
  

How did St Paul die? 
  

  



HOW TO READ THE BIBLE FOR ALL IT’S WORTH 

 

Anyone whose delight is in the law of the Lord is like a tree 

planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and 

whose leaf does not wither – Psalm 1 

 

WHAT IS THE BIBLE? 

 

• a library of 66 books, written over 2,000 years by some 40 

different authors, in 2 main languages (Hebrew & Greek) – 

the most popular book in human history, even today 
 

• unique – not just another book, not even just another reli-

gious book, but the WORD of GOD 
 

• truth is revealed, not discovered (the doctrine of revelation) 
 

• a manual for life 
 

• Inspired by God in partnership with human authors 
 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 

rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness (2 Tim 

3:16) 

 

And we also thank God continually because, when you 

received the word of God, which you heard from us, you 

accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, 

the word of God, which is at work in you who believe (1 

Thess 2:13) 

 

Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, 

just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wis-

dom that God gave him (2 Peter 3:15) 

 

Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the 

things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they 

were handed down to us by those who from the first were 

eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, since I 

myself have carefully investigated everything from the 

beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly 



account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you 

may know the certainty of the things you have been 

taught (Luke 1:1-4) 

 

• Jesus’ view & use of scripture (his temptation – Luke 4:1-13) 
 

• History with a difference 
 

ο the problem of ‘discrepancies’ 
ο the ‘myth’ of miracles 
ο Bible is history with a point – it challenges our sinfulness 

 

• the ultimate authority for Christian thought and practice 
 

• alive, powerful & relevant 
 

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 

and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 

attitudes of the heart (Hebrews 4:12) 

 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and 

do not return to it without watering the earth and making 

it bud and flourish … so is my word that goes out from 

my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will ac-

complish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which 

I sent it (Isaiah 55:10,11) 

 

• practical   
 

ο points to Jesus 
 

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the pres-

ence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this 

book. But these are written that you may believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name (John 

20:30-31) 

 

ο helps us to follow the right way in life 



 

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my 

path (Psalm 119:105) 

 

ο equips for spiritual battle 
 

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the 

Spirit, which is the word of God (Ephesians 6:17) 

 

ο guides conduct 
 

Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says (James 1:22) 

 

WHO IS IT FOR? 

 

Everyone!  

 

• clear enough for the simplest Christian to live by 
complex enough to occupy the life and work of the greatest 

scholar 
 

The following characteristics are required 

• a willingness to be guided by God’s Holy Spirit 
• discipline / persistence 
• concentration 
• patience 
• a willingness to obey 
 

HOW IS IT TO BE USED? 

 

• what do a love letter, an Ordnance Survey Map & Delia Smith 

have to do with the Bible? 
 

ο the Bible as love letter …  

ο the Bible as a road map … (the importance of overview) 

ο the Bible as cookery book … 

 

• as a weapon (Christ’s temptations – Luke 4) 



• as a source of strength, perhaps when you cannot find the 

words to pray? Jesus on the Cross 
 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are 

you so far from saving me, so far from the words of my 

groaning? (Psalm 22:1) 

 

The Bible was not given to increase our knowledge. 

It was given to change our lives (D.L. Moody) 

 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 

 

FIRST THINGS FIRST 

 

• what is your motivation – duty or thirst? 
• are you sitting comfortably? 

 

ο not too warm / cold 
ο not likely to be interrupted 
ο comfy 
ο a specific time devoted to study 
ο got your tools handy? 

 

• Tools 
 

ο a Bible in modern translation – the NIV/ NRSV 
ο a pen & notebook 
ο pocket-sized cards to note verses to recall during the day 
ο a concordance (useful in the Delia Smith method) 
ο a Bible handbook – the Collins Companion to the Bible 
ο a commentary 
ο a Bible Dictionary 

 

• A daily routine 
 

• Choose your readings – the first 9 chapters of 1 Chronicles 

not quite the place to start … 
 



• Different types of reading 
 

ο read through the whole Bible in a year – Bible in One Year 
ο read whole books in one sitting 
ο specific study of a small portion in detail 
ο word or theme searches 
ο use of a verse or word in meditation 

 

A PATTERN FOR BIBLE STUDY 

 

Pray  before you begin, asking God to speak to you today by 

bringing his Word alive through the work of the Holy Spirit 
 

Read carefully, listening to what God may be saying 
 

ο Stage 1 – understand – what does the passage say? 
ο Stage 2 – explain – what does it mean? 
ο Stage 3 – apply – what does it say and mean for my life 

today? 
 

Pray after reading, using the passage as a basis for praise, con-

fession & intercession, and asking that God will enable you to 

put into practice what you have read  
 

HELPFUL HINTS 

 

• be realistic in your aims – 20 minutes each day is better than 

2 hours once a year … 
 

• don’t get bogged down in guilt if you don’t manage to do 

what you’ve planned 
 

• avoid distractions by noting them in your notebook for atten-

tion after you’ve finished 
 

• help yourself to remember what you’ve learnt by making 

notes and writing out memory verses 
 

• encourage yourself by keeping a diary of God’s speaking to 



you through His Word 
 

• keep your private study alive by joining a study group (and 

listening to good preaching!) 
 

Most people are bothered by those passages of scripture they 

don’t understand; but I have always noticed that the passages 

that bother me are the ones I do – Mark Twain 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Recommended Reading: 

 

Introducing the New Testament, John Drane,  ISBN 0-7459-

1168-4 

Introducing the Old Testament, John Drane,  ISBN 0-7459-

1349-0 

New Bible Atlas, John J Bimson, John P Kane, John H Paterson, 

Donald J Wiseman, ISBN 0-85110-953-5 

The Bible From Scratch, Simon Jenkins, ISBN 0 7459 1004 1 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 






