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Note: Some small group leaders have suggested that it would be helpful for the 
questions for small group work to be more closely linked to the specific sections of the 
sermon. You will find my questions in red through the notes. 

 
Reading – Acts 19:1-12 
 

1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 
Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you believed? They answered, No, we have not even heard that there is a 
Holy Spirit. 3 So Paul asked, Then what baptism did you receive? John's baptism, they 
replied. 4 Paul said, John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to 
believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus. 5 On hearing this, they were 
baptised into the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the 
Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were 
about twelve men in all. 
8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing 
persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they 
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the 
disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 
10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province 
of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 
11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and 
aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and 
the evil spirits left them. 

 
Introduction – the church in Ephesus 

 
12 While Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack on Paul and 
brought him into court. Acts 18:12 
 

The Gallio inscription – found at Delphi in the 1880s 
 
Q1: How important is it to you that the bible records are reliable, and that they are validated 
by independent historical evidence? 
 
Paul planned to enter Asia on his second missionary journey 
 

Paul and his companions travelled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 
been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. Acts 16:6 

 
On the return leg of his travels, in about AD52, he made a short stop in the city, preaching the 
gospel in its synagogue, and leaving Aquila and Priscilla there when he left (Acts 18:18, 19).  
 

18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sailed for 
Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila … 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left 
Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 
Acts 18:18,19 

 
The infant church in Ephesus was further nurtured by the brief ministry of Apollos before he 
moved on to Corinth where he clearly became a leading light in that local church (Acts 18:24–
28).  
 



24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in 
the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught about Jesus 
accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in 
the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and 
explained to him the way of God more adequately. 27 When Apollos wanted to go to 
Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. 
On arriving, he was a great help to those who by grace had believed. 28 For he 
vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus was 
the Christ. Acts 18:24-28 

 
With Apollos now trained up, Paul felt able to leave Corinth and return to Ephesus 
 

1 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at 
Ephesus. Acts 19:1 

 
Once again, we see Paul’s familiar strategy at work  
 

8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing 
persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they 
refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the 
disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went 
on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia 
heard the word of the Lord. Acts 19:8-10 

 
It was in Ephesus that Paul wrote his first letter to the Corinthians, in which he reveals his 
decision to stay and minister to the church in Ephesus  
 

8 But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, 9 because a great door for effective work 
has opened to me, and there are many who oppose me. 1 Corinthians 16:8-9 

 
Q2: what door(s) is the Lord opening to you in terms of witness? What opposition do you face? 
Talk about this in the group and pray for one another. 
 
Paul stayed in Ephesus longer than in any other city, three years in all (Acts 20:31)  
 
The riot in Ephesus (vv. 23-41) 
 
To understand what’s going on, we need to know a little about Ephesus as a city 
 
1st-Century Ephesus 
 

• huge, 4th largest city in the world after Rome Alexandria & Antioch  
• population of 250,000  
• by far Asia’s most important city: ‘the Market of Asia’ (Strabo 64BC – AD 19) 
• one of the Empire’s ‘free’ cities: self-government, exempt from garrison  
• fabulous architecture - a seventy foot wide road 
• the awesome Temple of Diana or Artemis 
• Ephesus was home to a thriving banking system 
• also offered asylum to fugitive criminals.  
• ‘Ephesus was the Vanity Fair of the ancient world’ (William Barclay) 

 
So why the riot? 
 

• Ephesus was a city where pagan religion ruled supreme 
• much of the supposed spirituality of Rome’s syncretistic and debauched religious 

practice was in fact little more than crude superstition 
 



Q3: Does superstition play any role in the lives of people you know? How can you guide them 
away from that to the truth of Jesus Christ? 
 
The temple of Artemis was more than just the ‘spiritual’ life-blood of the city – it was the 
centre of what can only be described as a religious economic machine 
 
We know that the heart of Paul’s preaching was ‘Christ crucified’  
 

22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom 
God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
1 Corinthians 1:22-24 
 
1 When I came to you, brothers, I did not come with eloquence or superior wisdom as I 
proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I 
was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 1 Corinthians 2:1-2 

 
Q4: How can we ensure that our own witness is centred on Jesus? How can we explain our 
belief that the death of this one man, whom we believe to be God, can set people free from 
sin, guilt and shame, set them right with God and guarantee them eternity with him? 
 
Such was the success of Paul’s ministry that the artisans involved in this trade began to fear 
for their livelihood. Led by a silversmith called Demetrius, they began a full-scale riot, and only 
the timely intervention of the city clerk prevented violence and bloodshed. 
 

33 The Jews pushed Alexander to the front, and some of the crowd shouted instructions 
to him. He motioned for silence in order to make a defence before the people. 34 But 
when they realised he was a Jew, they all shouted in unison for about two hours: Great 
is Artemis of the Ephesians! 

  
Presumably the Jews wanted to dissociate themselves from Paul & the Christians. We don’t 
know for certain who this Alexander was, but Paul later wrote to Timothy 
 

14 Alexander the metalworker did me a great deal of harm. The Lord will repay him for 
what he has done. 15 You too should be on your guard against him, because he strongly 
opposed our message. 2 Timothy 4:14,15 

 
Paul left the city soon after this riot, leaving Timothy in charge of the Ephesian church (1 
Timothy 1:3). So very likely that it was the same Alexander. 
 
Divine / human cooperative (19:21-22) 
 

21 After all this had happened, Paul decided to go to Jerusalem, passing through 
Macedonia and Achaia. After I have been there, he said, I must visit Rome also. 22 He 
sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia, while he stayed in the 
province of Asia a little longer. 

 
Compare this with Acts 16:6-10 & 20:22 
 

6 Paul and his companions travelled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, 
having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 
When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of 
Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 
During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, 
Come over to Macedonia and help us. 10 After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at 
once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to 
them. Acts 16:6-10 
 



And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 
happen to me there. Acts 20:22 

 
Here, he seems simply to make his own decision. 
 
Q5: How can we most effectively use the natural wisdom, skill and reason God has given us 
and yet also remain attentive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit? 
 
Proclamation and demonstration (19:11-20) 
 
Signs to validate the message 
God did extraordinary miracles through Paul – healing and deliverance 
 
Q6: Should we expect our proclamation today to be backed up by similar demonstrations of 
power? If not, why not? What evidence is there in scripture which would lead us to believe that 
these things ceased? If they did, what would it say about the nature of God that he withholds 
in one generation signs which proved so effective in another? 
 
Dangers of entering spiritual warfare unprepared (13-16): using the name without belief 
 
Q7: What if any experience of spiritual warfare do you have? Have you had any experience of 
someone oppressed by the powers of darkness? Is deliverance something which you have 
witnessed? 
 
Effect of the miraculous: signs to Jesus 
 

17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all 
seized with fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honour. 18 Many of 
those who believed now came and openly confessed their evil deeds. 19 A number who 
had practised sorcery brought their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When 
they calculated the value of the scrolls, the total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In 
this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power. 

 
Public confession and practical action (cf Zacchaeus) 
 
Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed? 19:1-6 
 

There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, Did you receive the Holy Spirit when 
you believed? They answered, No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit. 3 
So Paul asked, Then what baptism did you receive? John's baptism, they replied. 4 Paul 
said, John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the 
one coming after him, that is, in Jesus. 5 On hearing this, they were baptised into the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. Acts 19:1-6 

 
Why did Paul ask that particular question? Word of knowledge? 
Their answer is painfully honest and leads to another question from Paul: what baptism did 
you receive? 
It seems they refer to that of John the Baptist 
compare Apollos 
 

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a 
learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in 
the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervour and taught about Jesus 
accurately, though he knew only the baptism of John. Acts 18:24-25 

 
What is the significance of this for us today? 
It does not support a ‘2nd blessing’ theology (step one – you become a Christian; step two – 
you get baptised with the Holy Spirit) which leads to some people feeling 2nd-class Christians. 



The consistent testimony of the NT is that to become a Christian is to receive the Holy Spirit. 
But the clear call of scripture is to be filled with the Holy Spirit. 
If we have been poorly or inadequately taught, we can be in a similar situation to the one 
described here. 
 
Q8: What has been your experience of the Holy Spirit since you believed? Has it been positive 
or not? Does the bible encourage us to expect to be filled with the Holy Spirit? Does the bible 
speak of this positively? 
 
Questions for further thought 
 
Q1: How important is it to you that the bible records are reliable, and that they are validated 
by independent historical evidence? 
 
Q2: what door(s) is the Lord opening to you in terms of witness? What opposition do you face? 
Talk about this in the group and pray for one another. 
 
Q3: Does superstition play any role in the lives of people you know? How can you guide them 
away from that to the truth of Jesus Christ? 
 
Q4: How can we ensure that our own witness is centred on Jesus? How can we explain our 
belief that the death of this one man, whom we believe to be God, can set people free from 
sin, guilt and shame, set them right with God and guarantee them eternity with him? 
 
Q5: How can we most effectively use the natural wisdom, skill and reason God has given us 
and yet also remain attentive to the promptings of the Holy Spirit? 
 
Q6: Should we expect our proclamation today to be backed up by similar demonstrations of 
power? If not, why not? What evidence is there in scripture which would lead us to believe that 
these things ceased? If they did, what would it say about the nature of God that he withholds 
in one generation signs which proved so effective in another? 
 
Q7: What if any experience of spiritual warfare do you have? Have you had any experience of 
someone oppressed by the powers of darkness? Is deliverance something which you have 
witnessed? 
 
Q8: What has been your experience of the Holy Spirit since you believed? Has it been positive 
or not? Does the bible encourage us to expect to be filled with the Holy Spirit, and that this is 
a positive thing? 
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